
A fter just one term in
the Senate, Mark Kirk
(R-IL) is number four

among Senate recipients of
career pro-Israel PAC contri-
butions—thanks in large part
to his haul as a member of the
House of Representatives
from 2001 to 2010. If one
adds the $12,100 he received
in 2014, however—when he
wasn’t even running for re-
election to his Senate seat—
Kirk is a solid number two
among current candidates. As
he did in the House, he has
more than proven his Israel
bona fides, as this magazine
has regularly recounted.
Kirk’s Democratic oppo-

nent in the Nov. 8 election is
Rep. Tammy Duckworh, who
has represented the state’s
8th congressional district
since 2013. 
She first ran for Congress,

however, in 2006, when she
was hand-picked by Chicago
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, then
head of the Democratic Na-
tional Campaign Committee,
to run as the Democratic can-
didate to succeed Rep. Henry Hyde. As Andrew Cockburn re-
ported at the time (see March 2006 Washington Report, p. 30),
when opposition to the Iraq war was high:

In the last election progressive candidate Christine Cegalis
actually got 44.2 percent of the vote against the 16-term Hyde,
despite being outspent $700,000 to $160,000 in a conserva-
tive district with no elected Democrats at all.

Following this commendable showing, Cegalis figured that
with Hyde retiring and the Republicans melting down, she
stood a better-than-even chance of garnering the seat in 2006.

However it seems that in Emanuel’s opinion, Cegalis
stinks.…she is calling for troop withdrawal from Iraq. So
Emanuel set out to recruit a more suitable candidate.…Now

he is pinning his hopes on a double amputee woman Iraq vet-
eran, Tammy Duckworth.
Duckworth—and the Democrats—lost to Peter Roskam,

who has represented the district for the past decade. So much
for putting the interests of your party first.
Back in Kirk’s former 10th congressional district, two Jewish

candidates competed for the 2016 Democratic nomination: Nancy
Rotering and Brad Schneider. Both support gun control, Hillary
Clinton for president, and women’s reproductive rights, according
to the Forward. But Schneider opposed the Iran deal and Rotering
supported it. Interestingly, several Illinois political figures who ini-
tially had backed Schneider switched their support to Rotering as
a result, including Judge Abner Mikva, who used to represent the
district, former Sen. Adlai Stevenson III and neighboring Rep. Jan
Schakowsky. Illinois Sen. Dick Durbin also endorsed Rotering.
Many powerful out-of-staters—including House Minority Leader
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HOUSE: CURRENT RACES

Deutch, Theodore E. (D-FL) $27,200
Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana (R-FL) 27,000
Zeldin, Lee M. (R-NY) 22,500
Hoyer, Steny H. (D-MD) 17,700
Engel, Eliot L. (D-NY) 17,500
Curbelo, Carlos (R-FL) 16,500
Quigley, Mike (D-IL) 15,900
Royce, Edward R. (R-CA) 15,000
Gabbard, Tulsi (D-HI) 15,000
Graham, Gwen (D-FL) 14,500

House: Career Totals

Engel, Eliot L. (D-NY) $369,918
Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana (R-FL) 321,240
Hoyer, Steny H. (D-MD) 305,725
Lowey, Nita M. (D-NY) 235,623
Pelosi, Nancy (D-CA) 149,150
Levin, Sander M. (D-MI) 135,827
Boehner, John A. (R-OH) 129,200
Sherman, Brad (D-CA) 115,930
Hastings, Alcee L. (D-FL) 112,850
Andrews, Robert E. (D-NJ) 112,025

SENATE: CURRENT RACES

Schumer, Charles E. (D-NY) $46,400
Ayotte, Kelly A. (R-NH) 33,055
McCain, John S. (R-AZ) 31,700
Kirk, Mark S. (R-IL) 30,950
Lee, Mike (R-UT) 29,700
Isakson, John H. (R-GA) 26,500
Grassley, Charles E. (R-IA) 22,200
Portman, Robert J. (R-OH) 21,000
Blunt, Roy (R-MO) 20,500
Blumenthal, Richard (D-CT) 18,300

Senate: Career Totals

McConnell, Mitch (R-KY) $582,392
Durbin, Richard J. (D-IL) 401,171
Reid, Harry (D-NV) 394,001
Kirk, Mark S. (R-IL) 380,436
Wyden, Ronald L. (D-OR) 358,462
Boxer, Barbara (D-CA) 279,044
McCain, John S. (R-AZ) 237,700
Sessions, Jefferson B. (R-AL) 229,325
Feingold, Russell D. (D-WI) 215,938
Menendez, Robert (D-NJ) 215,318
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PRO-ISRAELPAC CONTRIBUTIONS TO2016 CONGRESSIONALCANDIDATES

Alabama S Shelby, Richard C.* R I 1,000 201,825 A (D, HS)
H 1 Byrne, Bradley R. R I 2,500 5,000 AS
H 2 Roby, Martha R I 2,500 7,500 A
H 3 Rogers, Michael D. R I 2,500 34,825 AS, HS
H 6 Palmer, Gary R I 3,500 3,500 B

Alaska S Murkowski, Lisa* R I 13,200 88,800 A (D, HS)
Arizona S McCain, John S.* R I 31,700 237,700 AS, HS

S Kirkpatrick, Ann*# D C 5,000 17,000
H 3 Grijalva, Raúl M. D I 2,000 15,500
H 4 Gosar, Paul A. R I 4,500 4,500
H 5 Salmon, Matt R N 2,500 11,500 FO
H 8 Franks, Trent R I 2,000 7,600 AS
H 9 Sinema, Kyrsten D I 2,500 5,500

Arkansas S Boozman, John* R I 7,500 16,000 A (FO)
California S Sanchez, Loretta*# D O 2,500 71,450 AS, HS

H 2 Huffman, Jared D I 2,000 8,500
H 3 Garamendi, John D I 2,000 18,500 AS
H 5 Thompson, Mike D I 3,000 11,500 W
H 8 Cook, Paul R I 2,500 5,000 AS, FO
H 9 McNerney, Jerry D I 1,000 33,600
H 10 Denham, Jeff R I 10,000 10,000
H 11 DeSaulnier, Mark D I 2,000 2,000
H 13 Lee, Barbara D I 3,500 8,500 A (FO), B
H 14 Speier, Jackie D I 3,000 11,000 AS, I
H 15 Swalwell, Eric M. D I 3,000 27,000 I
H 17 Honda, Mike D I 2,000 26,500 A

KEY: The “Career Total” column represents the total amount of pro-Israel PAC money received from Jan. 1, 2009 through Dec. 31, 2015. S=Senate, H=House of
Representatives. Party affiliation: D=Democrat, R=Republican, Ref=Reform, DFL=Democratic Farmer Labor, Ind=Independent, Lib=Libertarian, WFP=Working
Families Party. Status: C=Challenger, I=Incumbent, N=Not Running, O=Open Seat (no incumbent), P=Defeated in primary election. *=Senate election year,  #=House
member running for Senate seat, †=Special Election. Committees (at time of election): A=Appropriations (D=Defense subcommittee, FO=Foreign Operations
subcommittee, HS=Homeland Security, NS=National Security subcommittee), AS=Armed Services, B=Budget, C=Commerce, FR=Foreign Relations (NE=Near
Eastern and South Asian Affairs subcommittee), HS=Homeland Security, I=Intelligence, IR=International Relations, NS=National Security, W=Ways and Means. “–”
indicates money returned by candidate, “0” that all money received was returned.

Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Minority Whip Steny Hoyer—along with
pro-Israel PACs, threw their support to Schneider, however, who
won the March 15 primary with 54 percent of the vote to Roter-
ing’s 46 percent. Pro-Israel PACs contributed only to Schneider.

Once again, party loyalty—or lack of same—did not seem to
concern Democratic party leaders. As the Forward reported,
Schneider “contributed to the House campaigns of Republican
Mark Kirk” and, “[t]hough he wasn’t in office when Netanyahu
spoke to Congress in March 2015…found his way to the
House floor for the speech, which was orchestrated—to
protest from Democrats—by the House’s GOP leadership in
violation of long-standing protocol.”

Dilemma in Wisconsin
Former Sen. Russ Feingold is seeking to reclaim his seat from
Republican Sen. Ron Johnson, the Tea Party candidate who
defeated him in 2010.

Considered a maverick, Feingold opposed NAFTA and
other free trade agreements, and was the only senator to vote
against the PATRIOT Act. Nevertheless, his career total of
$215,938 puts him, like Kirk, among the the top 10 Senate re-
cipients of career pro-Israel PAC contributions.

But the pro-Israel lobby tends to favor incumbents, and as
of Dec. 31, 2015 its PACs had given Johnson $6,000 to Fein-
gold’s $2,500. Stay tuned.

Inquiring Minds Want to Know
As of Dec. 31 of last year, pro-Israel PACs had given Rep.
Tulsi Gabbard (D-HI) $15,000, for a career total of $16,500.
This past February, however, she resigned her post as vice
chair of the Democratic National Committee to endorse Bernie
Sanders for president. We suspect she won’t be getting much
more from pro-Israel PACs, since the American Jewish estab-
lishment favors Hillary Rodham Clinton over Sanders, a fellow
Jew who has uttered the fatal words “an even-handed ap-
proach” to the Israel-Palestine conflict. In his quarter-century
in Congress, the Vermont Democratic Socialist has received a
grand total of $4,000 in pro-Israel PAC contributions, com-
pared to Clinton’s $69,618 for eight years in the Senate.

Rep. Henry Waxman (D-CA) retired from Congress at the
end of 2014. Nevertheless, his campaign committee donated
$26,215 to the non-candidate in 2015—behind only incumbent
Floridians Ted Deutch (D) and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R). The
committee disbursed a total of $78,785 to, among other “sub-
vendors,” the Jewish Family Service, the MS Society and four
synagogues. It also contributed to the campaigns of Brad
Schneider, Rep. Kathy Castor (D-FL), Sen. Patty Murray (D-
WA) and Senate candidate Rep. Ted Strickland (D-OH). Even
after all that largess, the Congressman Waxman Campaign
Committee still had a balance of $380,493 at the close of
2015! ❑
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California H 18 Eshoo, Anna G. D I 2,000 12,750
H 19 Lofgren, Zoe D I 2,000 10,750
H 20 Farr, Sam D N 1,000 18,150 A
H 22 Nunes, Devin G. R I 2,500 7,500 I, W
H 23 McCarthy, Kevin R I 2,500 23,500 Maj. Ldr.
H 25 Knight, Steve R I 2,500 2,500 AS
H 26 Brownley, Julia D I 4,500 21,150
H 27 Chu, Judy D I 2,500 4,500
H 28 Schiff, Adam D I 4,000 97,917 I
H 29 Cardenas, Tony D I 2,500 11,100
H 30 Sherman, Brad D I 9,500 115,930 FO
H 31 Aguilar, Pete D I 2,500 8,150 AS
H 33 Lieu, Ted D I 6,000 7,100 B
H 33 Waxman, Henry A. D N 26,215 84,147
H 34 Becerra, Xavier D I 2,500 7,500 W
H 35 Torres, Norma D I 6,000 6,000 HS
H 36 Ruiz, Raul D I 6,000 17,550
H 37 Bass, Karen D I 5,500 9,000 FO
H 38 Sanchez, Linda D I 2,500 28,950 W
H 39 Royce, Edward R. R I 15,000 67,950 FO
H 40 Roybal-Allard, Lucille D I 2,500 10,000 A (HS)
H 41 Takano, Mark D I 2,500 8,500
H 47 Lowenthal, Alan D I 5,500 20,200 FO
H 51 Vargas, Juan C. D I 11,000 11,100
H 52 Peters, Scott D I 2,500 5,150 AS
H 53 Davis, Susan D I 2,000 21,163 AS

Colorado S Bennet, Michael F.* D I 12,500 25,000
H 1 DeGette, Diana L. D I 3,000 10,500

Connecticut S Blumenthal, Richard* D I 18,300 43,800 AS, C
Florida S DeSantis, Ronald D.*# R O 5,000 8,500 FO (NE)

S Grayson, Alan M.*# D O 3,500 11,500 FO (NE)
S Murphy, Patrick E.*# D O 14,000 37,500 I
H 1 Miller, Jefferson B. R N 10,000 23,500 AS, I
H 2 Graham, Gwen D I 14,500 22,050 AS
H 3 Yoho, Theodore S. (Ted) R I 5,000 10,500 FO (NE)
H 13 Lynn, Eric D O 3,500 3,500
H 14 Castor, Kathy D I 1,000 28,600 B
H 15 Ross, Dennis A. R I 7,500 24,000
H 18 Chane, Jonathan D O 1,000 1,000
H 20 Hastings, Alcee L. D I 10,000 112,850
H 21 Deutch, Theodore E. D I 27,200 110,550 FO (NE)
H 22 Frankel, Lois J. D I 10,500 23,500 FO (NE)
H 24 Hill, Randal D C 9,000 9,000
H 26 Curbelo, Carlos R I 16,500 27,000
H 26 Taddeo, Annette D C 1,500 1,500
H 27 Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana R I 27,000 321,240 FO (NE), I

Georgia S Isakson, John H.* R I 26,500 68,000 FO
S Perdue, David R I 3,000 23,000 B, FO (NE)
H 4 Johnson, Henry C. (Hank) D I 3,000 46,200 AS
H 5 Lewis, John R. D I 2,000 79,250 W
H 10 Collins, Michael A., Jr. R N 1,000 1,000

Hawaii S Schatz, Brian* D I 4,000 39,200 A (D), C
H 2 Gabbard, Tulsi D I 15,000 16,500 AS, FO

Idaho S Crapo, Michael D.* R I 8,738 65,238 B
Illinois S Kirk, Mark S.* R I 30,950 380,436 A (FO)

S Duckworth, L. Tammy*# D C 2,500 23,474 AS
H 2 Kelly, Robin L. D I 4,700 6,800 FO
H 3 Lipinski, Daniel W. D I 5,750 18,150
H 4 Gutierrez, Luis V. D I 3,000 40,561 I
H 5 Quigley, Mike D I 15,900 18,650 A, I
H 6 Roskam, Peter R I 3,700 33,200 W
H 7 Davis, Danny K. D I 3,000 18,250 W
H 8 Morris, Kirk R N 10,000 10,000
H 9 Schakowsky, Janice D. D I 1,000 38,395
H 10 Dold, Robert J., Jr. R I 200 30,700 W
H 10 Schneider, Bradley S. D C 5,750 38,700
H 11 Foster, G. William (Bill) D I 1,700 25,400
H 12 Bost, Michael R I 3,200 5,700
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Illinois H 13 Davis, Rodney L. R I 1,000 2,800
H 14 Hultgren, Randy R I 6,700 10,200
H 16 Kinzinger, Adam R I 2,700 12,950
H 17 Bustos, Cheri D I 2,000 12,000
H 18 LaHood, Darin McKay R I 1,700 1,700

Indiana H 6 Messer, Allen L. (Luke) R I 3,500 4,500
Iowa S Grassley, Charles E. (Chuck)* R I 22,200 183,523 B

H 1 Blum, Rodney R I 5,000 5,000 B
H 1 Vernon, Monica W. D C 1,000 1,000
H 2 Loebsack, David W. D I 4,000 25,000

Kansas S Moran, Jerry* R I 5,000 20,700 A (D, FO), C
S Roberts, Pat R I 1,000 93,300
H 2 Jenkins, Lynn R I 10,000 12,500 W

Kentucky H 3 Yarmuth, John A. D I 3,500 24,020 B
H 6 Barr, Garland A. (Andy) R I 1,000 1,000

Louisiana S Cassidy, William M. R I -5,000 22,000 A (HS)
H 1 Scalise, Steve R I 4,800 45,300
H 4 Fleming, John C., Jr. R I 5,500 19,500 AS
H 5 Abraham, Ralph L., Jr. R I 3,000 6,000
H 6 Graves, Garret R I 5,000 8,000

Maine S Collins, Susan M. R I 2,000 147,900 A (D), I
H 1 Pingree, Chellie M. D I 2,000 12,676 A
H 2 Cain, Emily D C 1,000 1,000

Maryland S Van Hollen, Chris*# D O 5,000 9,000 B
H 5 Hoyer, Steny H. D I 17,700 305,725
H 8 Anderson, David M. D O 2,000 2,000

Massachusetts H 2 McGovern, James P. D I 2,000 16,075
H 3 Tsongas, Nicola S. (Niki) D I 2,000 14,000 AS
H 6 Moulton, Seth D I 2,750 2,850 AS, B
H 7 Capuano, Michael E. D I 2,000 11,000

Michigan H 2 Huizenga, William P. R I 500 1,000
H 5 Kildee, Daniel T. D I 2,150 34,650
H 9 Levin, Sander M. D I 1,000 135,827 W
H 13 Conyers, John, Jr. D I 2,000 12,000

Minnesota S Klobuchar, Amy DFL I 500 82,335 C
H 2 Kline, John P., Jr. R N 4,000 31,500 AS
H 4 McCollum, Betty DFL I 3,000 15,750 A (D)
H 5 Ellison, Keith M. DFL I 3,500 11,000
H 8 Nolan, Richard M. DFL I 1,000 4,500

Missouri S Blunt, Roy* R I 20,500 98,850 A (D, FO), C, I
S Kander, Jason* D C 3,000 3,000
H 1 Clay, William L., Jr. (Lacy) D I 2,000 24,500
H 5 Cleaver, Emanuel, II D I 3,000 21,000
H 7 Long, Billy R I 5,000 17,500

Montana H At-L. Zinke, Ryan K. R I 6,500 11,000 AS
Nebraska H 2 Ashford, Brad D I 2,500 2,500 AS
Nevada S Masto, Catherine Cortez* D O 2,500 2,500
New Hampshire S Ayotte, Kelly A.* R I 33,055 50,555 AS, B, C, HS

H 2 Kuster, Ann McLane D I 1,000 8,000
New Jersey S Menendez, Robert D I 4,000 215,318 FO

H 1 Norcross, Donald W. D I 7,500 7,500 AS, B
H 2 LoBiondo, Frank A. R I 3,000 38,750 AS, I
H 3 MacArthur, Thomas R I 2,500 6,000 AS
H 12 Coleman, Bonnie Watson D I 9,000 17,000 HS

New Mexico H 1 Lujan Grisham, Michelle D I 2,000 4,000 B
H 3 Luján, Ben R. D I 3,000 7,500

New York S Schumer, Charles E.* D I 46,400 132,285
H 1 Zeldin, Lee M. R I 22,500 27,500 FO (NE)
H 4 Rice, Kathleen D I 3,000 4,000 HS
H 5 Meeks, Gregory W. D I 2,000 2,000 FO
H 16 Engel, Eliot L. D I 17,500 369,918 FO
H 17 Lowey, Nita M. D I 11,735 235,623 A (FO)
H 18 Maloney, Sean P. D I 1,000 13,500
H 20 Tonko, Paul D. D I 3,000 12,000
H 25 Slaughter, Louise M. D I 3,000 69,880

North Carolina S Burr, Richard* R I 15,000 49,250 I
S Tillis, Thom R. R I 4,500 9,500 AS
S Hagan, Kay R. D N -2,500 66,300
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North Carolina H 4 Price, David E. D I 3,500 69,327 A (HS)
H 5 Foxx, Virginia A. R I 5,000 12,000
H 10 McHenry, Patrick T. R I 1,000 44,700
H 11 Meadows, Mark R. R I 1,000 1,000 FO (NE)
H 12 Adams, Alma Shealey D I 2,000 2,000
H 13 Holding, George E. R I 5,000 5,000 W

North Dakota S Hoeven, John* R I 8,500 38,000 A (HS)
Ohio S Portman, Robert J.* R I 21,000 37,500 B, HS

S Strickland, Ted* D C 3,500 21,650
H 14 Joyce, David P. R I 2,000 8,000 A

Oklahoma S Inhofe, James M. R I 1,000 136,800 AS
H 1 Bridenstine, James F. R I 2,500 2,500 AS

Oregon S Wyden, Ronald L*. D I 9,000 358,462 B, I
H 1 Bonamici, Suzanne D I 2,000 12,500
H 3 Blumenauer, Earl D I 3,500 16,500 W
H 4 DeFazio, Peter A. D I 2,000 18,600

Pennsylvania S Toomey, Patrick J.* R I 13,700 45,950 B
S Stern, Everett A.* I C -500 -500
H 13 Boyle, Brendan F. D I 1,000 1,000 FO (NE)
H 14 Doyle, Michael D I 1,000 8,500
H 15 Dent, Charles W. R I 2,000 16,750 A (FO)
H 17 Cartwright, Matt D I 2,000 6,500
H 18 Murphy, Timothy R I 2,000 3,000

Rhode Island S Whitehouse, Sheldon, II D I 1,000 115,500 B
H 1 Cicilline, David N. D I 1,500 33,500 FO (NE)
H 2 Langevin, James R. D I 6,000 45,500 AS, HS

South Carolina S Scott, Timothy E*. R I 7,200 34,800
S Graham, Lindsey O. R I 1,500 120,000 A (D, FO, HS), AS, B
H 3 Duncan, Jeffrey D. R I 10,500 10,500 FO, HS
H 6 Clyburn, James E. D I 3,500 32,600

Tennessee H 9 Cohen, Stephen I. D I 3,000 33,500
Texas S Cornyn, John R I 1,000 89,580

H 2 Poe, Ted R I 10,000 25,000 FO
H 4 Ashford, Jerry D., Jr. D C 2,500 2,500
H 10 McCaul, Michael R I 1,000 13,000 FO, HS
H 12 Granger, Kay R I 2,500 42,500 A (D, FO)
H 23 Hurd, William R I 1,000 1,000 HS
H 30 Johnson, Eddie B. D I 2,000 9,000
H 35 Doggett, Lloyd D I 3,500 12,500 W

Utah S Lee, Mike* R I 29,700 50,200 AS
H 3 Chaffetz, Jason R I 10,000 27,500
H 4 Love, Mia R I 1,000 1,000

Vermont S Leahy, Patrick J.* D I 5,250 151,161 A (D, FO, HS)
H At-L. Welch, Peter D I 3,500 16,500

Virginia S Kaine, Timothy M. D I 1,000 18,201 AS, B, FO (NE)
H 8 Beyer, Donald S., Jr. D I 2,000 2,000
H 11 Connolly, Gerald E. D I 2,000 23,500 FO (NE)

Washington S Murray, Patty* D I 8,000 203,293 A (D, HS), B
H 1 DelBene, Suzan K. D I 2,000 9,000
H 5 McMorris Rodgers, Cathy R I 5,000 8,850
H 6 Kilmer, Derek D I 2,000 11,000 A
H 7 McDermott, James D N 4,000 14,000 B, W
H 9 Smith, D. Adam D I 3,000 42,925 AS

Wisconsin S Johnson, Ronald H.* R I 6,000 11,000 B, C, FO (NE), HS
S Feingold, Russell D.* D C 2,500 215,938
H 2 Pocan, Mark D I 2,000 8,000 B
H 3 Kind, Ronald J. D I 1,000 8,500 W
H 4 Moore, Gwendolynne S. D I 2,000 4,500 B
H 7 Duffy, Sean R I 2,000 13,000

Presidential P Clinton, Hillary R. D O 5,000 69,618
P Cruz, Rafael E. (Ted) R O 500 19,000 AS, C

2015-2016 Total Contributions: $1,235,942
Total Contributions (1978-2016): $57,725,869
Total No. of Recipients (1978-2016): 2,472
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